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Description 
Two conflicting theories for explaining decrements in situation assessment performance in the 
older adult will be contrasted and tested using a dual task scenario in which a situation 
assessment task is used as a background task and some kind of steering or search task is 
used as a foreground task. The two theories are the limited resources perspective on 
cognitive aging and the failure to inhibit perspective on cognitive aging. The experiments are 
also designed to shed light on the conceptual properties and effectiveness of several ways to 
modify displays and training material in order to help prevent age-related cognitive 
decrements in situation assessment.  
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